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BMW E46 
ECU removal for software upgrade 
Tools required: Torx T25 
Allen Wrench 5mm 
Pliers 
 
Procedure done inside the engine bay area: 
This is the location of the engine ECU 
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Use Torx T25 or 5mm Allen 
(depending on ECU) Key to 
remove 4 ECU bolts. 
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Remove ECU Cover by 
lifting the end towards the 
center of the car up and 
pulling the cover out 
towards the center of the 
car. 

The ECU has several 
hinges that attach it on the 
right hand side.  Pull 
towards center of car to 
remove these hinges. 
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The ECU is the 
silver box as 
pictured to the left. 

These connectors 
will be unhooked 
before ECU 
removal. 
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Push down on lock 
pin to release 
connector. 

Slide lock away 
and down. 
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You can now pull 
connector up and 
out. 

ECU is pictured 
with all connectors 
removed. 
 
Release 2 white 
tabs holding ECU 
in place.   
 
Grip ECU and pull 
up.  Pliers may 
help in pulling the 
ECU from its 
position. 
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ECU is pictured 
pulled out of 
position and ready 
for shipping. 


